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1. Contsntion that low biddar is ilp"opctl) 'licansed for
commercial pest  control by State nt Florida beﬂauu it
does_not have cectified ‘past control operator within
. mesning of sactions 482:07: snd 482.152 of ¥iorida Statutes

1 44 mot for consideration by GAO, since licensing of peat
' con*l.'ol eoqunul in rh--m ir wicthin authority of Statu.
2. rotut lpproxi.ni.ely, 5 -nntlu aftar mtnct lward tnac
‘ n-u!ueunt ouber if mﬁrccs vm:o uuci‘nd and off.ror was
ot given adequntc notice’ to prmte offer will not be cou-
o!darod because it is untimely (wder L1i Protest Procadures.

3. I’I.'otect more than 2 uonths sfter contract sward thnt >ay be
against one bidder being passed over in favir of anothsr
is uwntimaly.

. AL‘.M »Tnc,, protests ‘the award of ‘a contract to Dead Bug
:ld!lrds{!or ground spplication of pesticides under invitation
‘{!or liidu (IF3) No. 139-M-APHIS-76, iseucd by thn Animal and Plant
‘Pyglth Inspection Secvice of the Unitad States Depariment of
_“xicultu‘-

Your bdids were teclhnd 4n ru;unuc ‘to tlu IF3. ‘rha low

hid wa.; uuhittcd by ‘Vead Yug Edwards a: a price per hour per
' spray W’ ine ‘dnd. crew of $37.88. ACAS submitrsd’ fhe next low
bid rt & zate of $J7. /5., The IVB stated that: wi ‘fars’ raceived
ftm\offm'or{ not licwod by the State of Floriila, Division of
Health, Zox co-uﬂ.ul peast control :sould not be considared. Dead
Buy Bdwards indicated in ite bid that its Floridz Commerci:zl Pest
Control Licease numbsr was 385.

h.'clptly after bid opjin:lng. ACAS filed a: foml bid pro:est

aith the agsacy eontuding that Dead Bug Edlurdl was not qualified
for a license, under Floride.iaw. After’ the Flot:l.da Stale Licensing
Bureau verifisd that Dead Bug idwards was ‘properly certified and
licensed to engage in pest control in the Stute, the agency
svarded the contract to Dead Bug Edwardg.
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The thrust of :.c.ts' promlt bo!or-l aur Olﬁc. gs that Daad
Bug IJVIfdl doss not have a "cartified past coitrol operator”
and ‘thus 1s not qualified for a license under Florida law because
ssctions 482, J71 and 482,132 of the, jFlorida Stitutes provius that
a license may not be tsmued tu'n pcnt control business unless’ 1:-
pest contxol aetivici-l are ju charge of 'a enrtltlod ‘oparator"
whose primary occupation is in the pest control industry. That
coutention 1is not for consideration by our Offica bocau-. licensing
of pest control companies in Florida is within the suthority of thse
State of Florida and the record indicatas that the awacdes is
licensed for such a~tivity in Florida.

ACAS llso protesats, in ite lctter rtcuivnd in our Office on
July 20, 197§, the sward of a contract under request for _proposals
No. 97-H—APH; '~7€ on February 26, 1976, Lecause in its vluv an . in-
sufficient number of soutces were solicited and it was not p-rnittod
adaquate time to prepare “its. offer submitted under the name, P...C.
Cruup. These contention- uill not b(fconsidutud becauaa they are
untinnly wader our Bid Protes: Procedures, 4 C.F.R. § 20.2(t) (1)
and (2) (1976), since, thn uurc fil-d approrimately ;5 months after
tho contract award. P >et ata "o oration, B-187466; November 8,
1976, 762 CPD __ ; Hnncor Outdoor Ptoducc:. Inc., 56 ﬂclp Gen. 276,
280 (1974). 74~2 CPD 207.

ACAS also requests that our Office rcvlew the procurencnc

" uander I'l No. 125-M~APRIS-76, but ACAS provides no specific raason
for the' protent. We note that oa May 6, 1976. ACAS was thn low
-vidder in response ;o that TFB and was avnrdcd a contract/for

257 hours, the full amount om which it bid. 4Thereforc. tue basis
for protect is not appar:nt. To the extent ‘that ACAS may “ue con~-
serned t:hst the next low bid of Dead Bug Edwards w~s passed over
in favor of the third. low: bidder who was avarded.a contract on
May 7, 197b.!for the balancn of the requircd houre, a proteat ou
that basis more: ‘than .2: nonths nfter :hc avard would be untimely.
Cee Hunter Ou:door P:ggpcta, Ing., sggtn Howevar, Dead Bug
Fiwards did protnst after its bid was tejected and a decision
-ustaining the rejeccien for the ,1dder s Yailure to acknowledyzs

. an’ XF® amendzent was issied subsequeutly by our Office. A copy
of Dead Bug Edwards Company, B-18681i, July 1%, 1976, 76-2 .’D 57,
. 1s being forwarded to ACAS with this de«cision for ite tnfornnuton.

_ " In view of the foregoing, ACAS' protests will no: be ‘cousidered.

"
’ "“Paul G. Dembling
Gecneral (Counsal
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